
The

RUGELEY

to
. 

ABBOTSBROMLEYRAILWAY

(First draft)

Researched and written bv Robin Mathams



TEE RUGELEY TO ABBOTS BROMLX,Y RAILWAY

The London Gazette of 22"d November 1859 reported a proposal for an Act of Parliament for "Construction of Railway
from near Rugeley Station to Abbots Bromlay". The full transcript is as follows;

Rugel4t and Abbots Bromley Raihvalt (Construdion of fuibtlcy fron4 neat Rugdty to Abbds honley)

Notice is hereby given, that it is intended to apply to Parliament, in the nert session, for lewe to hring in a Bill to
incorporate a Company for making and maintaining the following Raily)ay with all necessary stations and other works
and conveniences (that is to say), a line of railway commencing by a jmction with the Trent Valley line of the London
and North lf/estern Railway in the parish ofcolton, at a point 300 yards or thereabouts, to the north of the Rugeley
Stdtion, and passingfrom, through, and into, the pqrishes ofColton, Colwich, Blithfeld and Abbots Bromley, and
townships ofAbbots Bromley, qnd Bagots Bromw, both in the, parish ofAbbots Bromley, and tenninating, in the said
pdrish ofAbbots Brornley, in afell the propety of Wm. Lord Bagot, or Ralph Sne1d, his trustee, called Robothams
Lower Piece in the occupation ofJohn Meeson adjoining the public road leading from Rugeley to Abbots Bromley, all in
the counly ofstafford.

And by which Bill pwer teill be taken to deviate from the lines and levels ofthe maid railway to the extent defned on the
plans urd sections to be deposited as afer mentioned, and to cross, stop up, alter, and divert, either temporarily or
permanently, all tumpik ed other roads, and highways, footy)ttyt railvays, tram roads, dqueducts, cqnals, rivers, and
slreams, sewers, navigations, and bridges, u,ithin the several parishes and tovnships before mentioned, or any ofthem
which it may be expedient to cross, stop up, alter, or divert, by reason of the conslruction ofthe said intended railway
and works, or any of them: And to purchase lands, tenements, hereditatnents, and houses for the purposes ofthe
aforesaid railwayand works by conprlsion and by agreement, and to vary, repeal, or extingaish all eisting rights and
privileges connected with such lands, houses, tenenqnts, and hereditaments, and all other rights and priileges which
would in any way itnryde or interlere with the construction, maintenance, and use ofthe said intended line ofraihtay,
and works, or any ofthem.

And power will also be taken to raise moneyfor the said purposes by the creation o/ shares, and by borrowing on
mortgage and otherwise; ond to ler)/ tolls, rates, and duties on orfor the use ofthe said proposed railway and vorks,
and to alter existing tolls, rutes, and duties, and to vary, extinguish, or confer exemptions from payment oftolls, rates,
and duties, and to confer, vary and eninguish other rights qnd privileges. And power will also be taken to the London
and North Western Railway Company, and any other company or person, to enter into contracts or arrangements for
working and maintaining the sdid proposed railvay and works by the said London and North Westem Railway or other
company or wfson.

And it is intended, as far as may be requisite or desimble for ony of the purpnses ofthe said Bill, to amend, or repal, or
alter the provisions, or some of them, of the several Acts of Parlianent following - that is to say (local and personal) : the
8th ond 9th Vict., chap.36,37, 105, ll1, l12, 123, 156,and 198: the 9th and l0th Vict., chap. 67, 80, 82, 152, 182, 184,
192,  193,204,231,232,233,24t ,248,259,261,262,269,300,3W 322,323,324,328,331,359,368,369,380,396:
lhh and I lth Wct, chap. 73, 107, 114, 118, ]20, 121, l3l, 132, 139, 159, 161. 178, 188,228,236,270,278,294: Ilth
and l2thyict., chap. 58,60, and 130: 12th ttnd 13th Vict., chap. 74: l3th and l4th Vict., chap. 36: l4th and lstb Vict.,
chap. 28 and 94: I5th nnd l6th Vict. chap. 98 and 105: 16th and lTth Wct, chap. 97, I lA b7, 160, 161, 205, 216, and
222: ITth and ISth Wct. chap. 201 and 204: lSth and 19th Vict., chap. 172 and 194: l9th and 20th yict , chap. 52, 69,
andl23:2f and 2lst Vict.,chap. 64, 98, and :,08; 21d and 2Zd Vict., chap. I30andl31 : and ofthe 22nd and 23rd
Viet., chap. 2, 88, I 13, 126, and 134: and all other Acts ofParliament relating to the said London and North llestem
Railway.

And notice is also hereby gwen, that on or belore the 3d day ofNovenber instqnt, duplicate plans and sections ofthe,
said, proposed railnay together with books ofreference to such plans, containing the rep ted owners, lessees or reputed
lessees, and occapiers ofthe lands and property proposed to be taken, with a ptblished map, shoving the line or
situation of the proposed railvay and works, ond a copy of this notice, as ptrblished in the London Gazette, will be
depositedwith the Clerk ofthe Peace for the counly ofStafford, at Staford and on or before the said 30th day of
Novenber instaflt, a coplt ofso much ofthe said plans, sections, and book ofreference, a8 relates to each ofthe several
parishes, in or through which the said railnay and works are intended to be mad4 together with a cory ofthis notice, as
published in the London Gazette, will be deposited with the parish clerk ofeach parish, at his residence, or in case ofqny
exba-palochiql place, ylith the parish clerk of some parish immediately adjoining thereto.

And on or before the 23rd day of December next, copies ofq Bill for the purposes before mentioned, will be deposited in
the Private Bill Ofrlice of the House oJCommons.

Dated this l4th dqy of Nwember, 1859-

Lando4 Gardner and Landor, Rugelev,
Solicitors for the Bill.
Ru geley, Novenb er, I 8 59
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TflE RUGELEY TO ABBOTS BROMLEY RAILWAY

The reason for the brancb line is not clear apart from an investment opportunity (the 'Railway Mania') or for the
transportation oflivestock, faming poducts and supplies. Whether passenger trafrc was intended is open to debate
because lhe terminus was to be in a field beside the Rugeley to Abbols Bromley road approximately 1% miles from the
village butjust within the Abbots Bromley parish boundary, tle site now lying benedh the waters of Blithfield Reservoir.
One reason for this site is topographical, the land now submerged by tlre resewoir was the lowest land accessible thus
enabling avoiding a steep gradient Oence the reservoir in later years). The line, a distance of 3 miles 5 fiulongs and 5
chains, would bave been surveyed in eady 1859 but who the suweyor was, is lmknown but Chades Cheffns is likely as
he suweyed other possible railway lines in the are4 norably the branch from Amitage to Alrewas.

The line never came to fruition b€cause of stron& effective prolest action by the landowners, ralLe{ it is sai{ by Lord
Bagot ofBlitlfield tla[. The villagers of Colton and Stockwell Heath would not have b€en too happy either b€cause the
line would have passed through the heart of their villages. llad passenger traffic been intended, that raises the prosp€ct
of a station in Colton village, probably u:rlikely due to Rugeley Tr6nt Valey station b€ing reasonably near.

The Bill makes clear lhat the London & North Westem Railway Company (LNWR) would be contracted to maintain the
line, the LNWR orvning the rnain line to which the P&A line would be connes-ted at Rugeley. This raises the possibility
that the LNWR was behind the proposal.

THEROUTE

The Jrmction of the line wirl the London & North Westem Railway (LNWR) was 300 yards to the north of Rugeley
Stadon - at the Southem's Cattle Arch (now covered in) and the present Fogmen's Cottages. It would then bave curved
sharply to the nortryrossi-og Colton Road, which would have been deviate4 then over Rytlal Fa1r lndustrial Estate and
on to pass throughtolton yillage ar the junction of Bellamour Way and Mardin Lane (where the War Memorial is
located) at a right-angle to Bellamour Way. The line would then nm parallel to Colton High Street then pass the hanlet
of Stockwell Heatll after which it would ctrve sharply through ninety degre€s to run through the land now zubmerged by
Blitlfield Reservoir, terminatirg at the Rugeley-Uttoxeter road causeway, approximalely 150 yarals from the north slrcre
of the reservoir. It would have consisted of a contiruous series of curves and climbed from the main line d Rugeley to
its end al Abbots Bromley, making it hard work for steam locomotives.

TEELANDOWNERS

The schedule of landovrners who would have lard compulsorily purchased yields widence of the o*nenhip and
occupiers at the time. It accompanied the submission to Padiament with drawings ofthe survey upon which are marked
the reference numbers which appear in the first colunur- The schedule is reproduced below, t ,[ / t1 H tf J & , 6 c '( ,

SCHEDULE OF UTTAOWNERS - PARISH OF COLTON
Plan no I)escriDtion of DroDertv Owrers or r€putod owner$ Occupiers

Trent Valey line ofrailway
statioL goods warehouse,
water qane, tanlq switch box
and bridee

London & North Wesiem Railway (LNWR) LNWR

1a Oc,cupation Road
LNWR and John de Heley Chadwick, Elizabeth Sophia Landor,
Catherine Mary l-andor, The Rev- Robert Rasl eigh Drke ard
Ellen Savase- his wife

Walt€r Gletm and
Walter Jobn Landor

2 Arable & occuoation roads Elizabeth Sophia Landor, Catherine Mary Iandor, The Rev.
Roben Rashleish D*e and Ellen Savase, his wife Walt€r John Landor

3 Arable & occupation rcads Elizabeth Sophia Landor, Catlrcriae May l,andor, The Rev.
Robert Rast eisl Drke and Ellen Savase. his wife

Walt€r John Laldor

4 Arable Elizabeth Sophia Landor, Catherine Mry Landor, The Rev.
Rok Rashleish Drke and Ellen Savase. his vr'ife

Walter John Landor

5 AIable
Elizabeth Sophia Landor, Catherine Mary landor, The Rev.
Robert Rasl eish Drke and Ellen Savage. his wife Walter Jobn Landor

2a Pashte- hovel and backvard Jolu de Heley Chadwick Walter Gl€rm

6 Public Road Surveyors of Highways

3a Pashrre, drain & culvelt The Right Rev. Thomas George, Earl oflichfield Joseph Sharrod

4a Pasture Ead oflichfield Joseph Sharrod

6a Cart hovel & shed Earl oflichfield Joseph Sharod

5a Cow houses, $ables and lbdder
bin Earl oflichfreld Joseph Sharod

l6 Pasture Rey. AMiel Seaton ad the Rev. Charles Wilson landor John Ha:iand
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lEE RUGELEY TO ABBOTS BROMLEY RAILWAY

16a Occupatior road & footpath Rev. Auiel Seaton. Rev. Chales Wilson Landor. Thornas Berry
Horsfall & William llanbury

JohnIlalar4 Ci€orge
Tomlinson & Wm.
Tumer

Pasturc, hook couse drain,
aulverts and flood gates

Tnstees of Colton Poor Innd namely, The RL Hon Thomas
G€orge, F-al oflichfield Rt. Hon. William l,ord Bagot,. Rev.
AMiel Seaton. George Thomas Whitgreave, William llanbury &
Waltef Landor

Heffy Walter Hotland
& Rev Abdiel Seaton

17a Pasurle Rev. Abdiel Seaton and the Rev. Charles Wilson Landor John Haland

t'7b Public footpath Surveyors of High\r"ys

17e Public foo@th Surveyors ofHighways

l7d Footpath & Oc€upation road Surveyors ofHighwals. Rev. AMiel Seaton. Rev. Charles
Wilson Landor. Thomas Berly Horsfall & William l{anbrry

George Ton inson,
John tlaland & Wm.
Tun€r

17e Occupation road

Trustees ofColton Poor Land; The Rt Hon Thomas George, Earl
of Lichfield. Rt Hon. William Lord Bagot . Rev. AMiel Seaton.
George Thornas Wbitgreave, William Hanbury & Walter Landor.
Thoslas Berly Horsfall

Henry Walter
Holland, Rev AMiel
Seaton & William
Tumer

l8 Pasture, brook course <kaiq
culverts md flood gates

Trutees ofcolton Poor Land; The Rt Hon Thomas George, Earl
oflichield. Rt Hon. William Lord Bagot . Rev. AMiel Seaton.
Geone Thomas Whitsreave- William Hanburv & Walt€r Lardor.

Henry Walter HoUard
& Rev Abdiel Seaton.

18a Public Footpath Surveyors ofHighways

l8b Brook course
Trustees of Colton Poor Land; The Rt Hon Thomas George, Earl
of Lichfield. Rt. Hon. William l,ord Bagol. Rev. Abdiel Seaton.
Creorge Thomas Whitseave, William llanbury & Waltq Landor.

l o InYigorated Meadow Earl of Lichlield William Hislop

19a Public footpath Surveyo6 ofHighways

t9b Public Road Suweyors ofHighways

20 Pasbrre Ead oflichfield Thomas Dicken

20a Bridle road Surveyor of Highways

21, Double cottage & gard€ns &
hoYel William Silve$er

Jorph Bend€y,
Joseph Twigg &
John Tooth

22 Gardens, pigsties & hovels Willian Silvest€r

William Kendrick,
Suzannah Beavan,
George Deavall, Ellen
Beava!. Ell€n
Oldharq Samuel
Rose, William
Itu''viar4 John Tooth
& JoseDh Bendey.

23 Cottage in ttree dwellings Willian Silvester
William Kendrich
Suzamah Beavan &
George DeaYall

Cottage in thee dwellings William Silvester

Ellen BeavaD, Ellen
Oldha{L Samuel
Rose & William
Hayward.

30 Public Road Surveyon ofHighways

Public Road Suneyors of Highways

Gard€n Sandford T8tham Davison John Yates
34 Pastue Sandford Tatham Dvison John Yales
JJ Pastue William Pffk€r Henry Parker
35a Public footpath Surveyors ofHighways

36 Pasble Sandford Tathan Davison John Yates

Pashrc & Pit Wi.tliam Parker Henry Parker

3'1a Public footpath & o@upation
road SurveyoG ofHighways. William Parker. George Smith Henry Parker &

Samuel Norman
J I D Occupation road William Parker & Sandford Tatham Davrson Henry Pa!k$ & John

Yates

3'1c Occupation road Willian Paker & Georye Thomas Whitg:€ave Henry Parker &
G€orse llaris
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38 Occupation road & Iirutpath Surveyors ofHighways. Smdford Tatharn Davison. William
Parker. George Smith. Geolge Thonas Whitgreave.

John Yales, Henry
Parker, Ge<-xge Harris
& Samu€l Nomlan

39 Pashre & Pit Sandford Tatham Davison. Rl Hon. William Lord Basot &
Raloh Snevd.

John Yates

40 Pasture Rt. Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd.
Jobn Yates & Henry
Walter Holled

4 l Pash[e & rough prt Sandford Tatham Davison John Yaies

43 Pas[rc & water pit Rt. Hon. Wijliam Lord Bagol. & Ralph Sneyd. Henry Walter Holland

44 Pasture & p6t water pit G€orge Smith Robert Tipper
44a Pastue George Smith Samuel Norman

Amble & rough pit Genrge Thomas Whitgreave. Thomas Hinckley

47a Footpath Surveyors of Highways

48 Arable William Parker Henry Parker

49 Arable Rt. Hor William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Henry Walta Hollad

50 Pastre Henry Walter Holland Henry waltq Holland

5 l Meadow, hovel and brook
cource

'Irustees ofcolton Poor Land, The Rt Hon Thomas George, Earl
ofl-ichfield, Rt Hon. William lprd Bagot,. R€v. Abdi€l S€aton.
Geors€ Thomas Whitsreave- William llanburv & Walter Landor

James Gmnt

52 Pasfiue & brook course
Trustees ofcolton Poor Land; The RL Hon Thomas George, Earl
of Lichfiekl Rt Hon. William lord Bagot . R€v. AMiel S€aton.
George Thomas Whitseave. William Flanburv & Walter Landor

fuchard Radford

53 Pastue & brook course
Trustees ofcolton Poor land; The Rt Hon Thomas George, Earl
of Lichfield Rt Hon. William Lord Bagot,. Rev. Abdiel Seaton.
Georg€ Thonas lvhitgeave, William lfunburv & Walter l-andor

George Williscroft

5Ja Public footpath Surveyors ofHighways

54 Public road Swveyors ofHighways

55 Garden allobnents
Trustees ofColton Poor Lan4 The Rl Hon Thomas Georye, Earl
of Lichfield Rt Hon- William Lod Bagot . R€v. AMiel S€alon.
George Thomas Wlitgreave, William ltanbury & Walt€r l,andor

Thouas Massey,
Sonah Willissoft,
Maxgaret Mass€y,
Ellen Deakin &
William Sutton

61 Meadow Mtry Smi& Smith. James Gadqef. Robert Landor & Walter
Joln Landcr William Hislop

62 Meadow & hrook course Henry Waltrr l{oltand John Tiil

63 Garden & cowshed Henry Walter Hollard William Bradbury

64 Arable or garden ground Henry Walter Holland Edward Arnold

65 Public road Surveyors ofHighways

66 Pashjle
Trustees ofBamford's Charity nanely; Rev. Thomas Dinham
Atkinson, Vicar ofRugeley & Jarnes Gardner & Thomas Jameg
chruchwardens of Rueelev

Lucy ToElinson

Road to house
Trustees ofBamford's Charity mmel}l Rev. Thomas Dinham
Atkinson, Vicar ofRugeley & James Gardner & Thomas James,
churchwardqs of Rugelev

Lucy Tomlinson

94 Pasture, marl pit & uater pit Rt. Hon. Willjam Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Henry Walto Holland

95 Arable Rt. Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Henry Walto Hollgnd

96
Bowling alley lanes, pasture &
rough pash.re

Truslees of Colton Poor Land; The RL Hon Thomas G€orge, Earl
oflichfield. Rt Hon. William Lord Bagot,. Rev. AMiel Seaton.
Georse Thomas Whitseave- William llanburv & Walt€r Landor

Thomas Cope

97 Amble Eli Bowers Henry Bunltng
Lord ofthe Manor oflitde IIay; The Rt. Hon. Iord Witliam Bagot

Lord ofthe Manor of Colto4 Thomas B€f,ry Horsfall Esq.
Surveyors ofhighways; Edward Nicholls & Francis tlarvey
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SCHEDULE OF I.ANDOWNERS _ PARISH OF COLWCE

tr"rT.:9
I wife I lhomas PluhDs

I Pastwe & water pit The Rt. Hon. Thomas George, Eal of Lichtreld Willian Hislop

2 Pashrle Charles Motaam Cox Elizabeth Buchanan

3 Pashrle William Hislop William Hislop

3a Public footpath Surveyo$ ofhighways ofthe parish of Colton

4 Pasture George Smith Samu€l Norman
Lord of the Manor oflittle Hay The RL Hon. Lord William Bagot

Lord ofthe Manor of Colton; Thomas Berry Horsfall Esq.
Survevors ofhighwavs: Edward Nicholls & Francis l{arvev

SCHEDALE OF LANDOWNERS _ PANSH OF BLITITNELD

I Pash{e, occupation road, rough
Dit & waier Dit

Rt. Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Edward Nicholls

Arable & wuupai.iorr r urui RL liorr. &iiliitur Lord Bagoi & Raiph Srcyri. Etiward iiicil.riis

3 Arable & rough pit Rt. Hon. Wiliam Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Edward Nicholls

4 Arable & rough Rt. Hon. william Lord Bagot & Ralph SDeyd. Edward Nicholls

5 Arable & rough pit Rt. Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Edward Nicholls

6 Arable, rough & pit Rt. Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Edward Nicholls

6a Public footpath Rt. Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Edward Nicholls

7a Public footpadr Rt Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Edward Nicholls

7 Meadow Rt. Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Edward Nicholls

8 A&ble Rt. Hon. William Loid B€ot & Ralph Sneyd. Edward Nicholls

9 Arable Rt. Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Edward Nicholls

10 I{ali of River Blghe Rt Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Edward Nicholls
Lord ofthe Manor ofBlithflel4 The Rl Hon. Lord William Bagot

Survevors ofhighvavs: Thomas Canington Smith
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TEE RUGELEY TO ABBOTS BROMLEY RAILWAY

Further research to be andertaken;

Name and articles of the rail*ay company

Futher details about the action taken by landowners and otherc to forc€ the proposal to be abandoned

Name ofthe surveyor.

SCHEDALE OF UINDOIYNERS _ PANSH OF ABBOTS BROMLEY
2 Meadow or pasture Rt. Hon. William lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Jobn Meeson

2a Occupauon road
Rachel Woo4 Thomas Brindley, James Heat[ RL Hon. William
Lord Bagot & Ralph Srcyd, Elizabeth Dorothy Dawson, Louisa
Dawsot Louisa Bakewell & Henrv Richard Jasaard

John Meeso4 James
Heath & HeIIry
Fitchelt

I HalfofRiver Bly'the Rt Hon. William lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. William James Eoery

3 Meadow, brook course, drain &
culvert Rachel Wood & Thomas Brindley William James Emery

3A Occupadon road
Rachel Wood, Thomas Brindley, James Heat\ RL Hon. William
Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd, Elizabeth Dorothy Dawso!, Louisa
Dawson, Louisa Bakewell & Itrenry Richard Jaggard

William James
Emery, John Meesor!
James Heath & Henry
Fitchett

4 Meadow & drains The Most Hon. Henry Marquis ofAnglesea Elizabeth Chades &
James Loverock

5 Meadow & drains The Most Hon. Henry Marquis ofAnglesea Elizabeth Charles &
James Loverock

6 Meadow, hrook course, dnin &
culvert Rt Fioq. Wifliam Lord Bagot & Rabh Sreyd. John Meeson

9 Pasture or meadow Rt. Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. John Me€son

l 0 Pashue or meadow & drains Rt. Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. John Meeson

l l hblic road called Watery Iane Surveyors ofthe township ofBagots Bromley

t4 Pasbrre & pit Rt Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Jobn Meeson

1 5 Meadow & drain Rt. Hon. Witliam I{Id Bagot & Ralph Sneyd. Willian Mendhan

l 6 Arable Rt Hon. William Lord Bagot & Raiph Sneyd. Johr Meeson

Lord of the Manor ofBagots Bromley; The RL Hon. I-ord William Bagot
Strveyors ofhighways of the to*lship ofBagots Bromley; Thomas Bluion & Chales Cope

SCHEDULE OF I.IINDOWNERS _ PARISH OF ABBOTS BROMIET

6a Occupation road Rt Hon. William Lord Bagot & Ralph Srcyd. The Most Hon.
Herry Marquis of Anglesea

Elizabeth Charles,
James Loverock &
John Meeson

Lord of the Manor of Abbots Bromleg The Most Hon. Ifemy Marquis of Arylesea
Suweyors ofhighways ofthe township ofAbbots Bromley Thomas Brown & Joseph Wtrite

Swveyo$ ofhighwavs ofthe tounshiD ofBromlev Hursl John Balkitr & John l€edham
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